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1.

Internal Evidence
Since Aristotle's texts do not date themselves by way either of
sufficient ly unambiguous internal allusion s or univocal cross-references,
since the ancient catalogues of his writ in gs are classifications, not
seems unavailing in re
chronologies, and since the stylometric technique
gard to the m, the primary datum for the developmental approach has to be
the internal conditio n of the transmitted texts. Indeed, for Jaeger it
was inattention to the"literary form" of Aristotle's writings that dis

credited the non-develop mental, systemat i c approach of his predecessors
(e.g. , Zeller), where by "literary form" we should actually understa nd
formlessness or deformity. It is not surprising that the Metaphysics
was both the first object of Jaeger's scrutiny and the touchstone for
his later, more ample, developmental picture, inasmuch as its apparent
internal disarray, i.e., the repetitions (e.g., in Books A and �!>, the
se emingly awkward placement of Books ::< , 4 , K, M-N, the-lack of connec
tive particles between almost all the'"boOk's and the inconcinnities among
themes and programs, can scarcely escape attention and must surely pro
voke doubt as to its compositional unity. These features of the text
did not go unremarked prior to Jaeger. The ancient commentator Asclepius
wrote that "the present treatise does not seem to have any sound arrange
ment or connectedness",' a sentiment echoed much more violently by an
s
the Metaphysics is
anonymous 18th century scholar
a "monstru m horrendum, informe, ingens, cui lumen adeptum est" ,4 Hence,
the initial textual phenomena (of the Metaphysics and, to lesser degree,
of other treatises) are scarcely in doubt; but they do not, on the other
hand, immediately dictate the lines of analysis most appropriate to them.
This can be brought out in various ways. Jaeger himself uses Ar�s
totle's doctrinal adherence to, and dissension from, 'Platonism' as the
benchmark by which to arrange the compositional layers of the Metaphysics,
and of Aristotle's thinking in general, in a chronological (and philoso
phically meaningful) sequence. Responses to Jaeger's proposal exhibit
a beguiling duality: either his basic scheme, viz. from enthusiastic
commitment to Platonic metaphysical theology to dedication to empirical
research, is retained, but the component elements in the sequence are
re-arranged (e.g., von Arnim); or, the basic scheme is challenged, per
haps inverted, (e.g., from an initial critique of Platonism to its gradual
reappropriation), so that the same components must now be arranged accor
ding to a new philosophical "reading". of his 'development'. A survey
of post-Jaegef ian scholarship on the Metaphysics, such as Berti and Joseph
Owen provide, makes it plain how varied, not to say, kaleidoscopic, these
combinatorial patterns have become. (Book Lambda, to take a key example,
has been shifted all along the developmental spectrum.) These variations,
each with its own relative plausibility, demonstrate the fragility and
even arbitrariness of any one proposal, since each trades on a prior
picture of philosophical 'development' and, indeed, of what should count
as philosophical progress, into which the supposedly disparate parts of
the text are then fitted. Thus, even if those parts can be reliably
recognized as coming from different periods in Aristotle's life, there
is nothing intrinsic to them that dictates or suggests a single chrono
logical ordering; rather, an extrinsic or s priori philosophical judg
ment bears the burden of giving them both chronological and doctrinal
significance.
My point is not, of course, that such philosophical judgments can
or ought to be dispensed with. After all, even when the chronological
rela tions among the texts of a modern philosophical author. are beyond
doubt, analyses of the factors behind that author's 'development',
assessments of the 'progress' or 'retrogression', still mus t rest on
philosophical insights and convictions, when, that is, they do not
simply and uncritically reflect prevailing currents of opinion. My point
·
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4Daja¬æ D^æ *unaæ ¸æ ¸pu¶æ ¬a¢¬¸æ ¸æ
¸pD¸æ (¬u¶¸¸ aæ D^ÊWD¸a^æ
¹paæ ¬¸p^Òæ ¸pa¬Óæ gæ g¬¶æ uæ pu¶æ aSÓæ ^uD jÀaàæ K^æ ¸pD¸æ ¸qu¶æ ÌD¶æ
Ìa Îæ ºæ Dæ W¸a¢¬SÓæ ¶ÀWpæ D¶æ +a¢pu¶^¬À¶áæ >aÊaD æ Wa¸¶æ D¬aæ
uæ ®^a¬&æ gu¬¶¸ æ ¸paæ Ì¬^¶æ / ,1C.^#s (  /
¸Daæ ).-/
¶¸æ D¸ÈD Óæ E¶æ ¸pau¬æ ¬aga¬a¸'æ ¸paÓæ ^æ ¸ æ ¸pa æ ¸a æ À¶æ ¸pD¸æ +a×
¢pu¶^®À¶æ D¸¸DWa^æ Kæ (¬u¶¸¸a uKæ Êa¬¶væ gæ ¸paæ ¸pa¬Ôæ gæ fU¬¶â#æ
>aW^ Ô æ 9ÀauÀ¶æ pD¶æ À¶¸æ DWWÁ¶a^æ +a¢pu¶^¬À¶æ gæ Vaujæ un¬D¸æ gæ
(¬u¶¸¸ a¶æ ¸pÀjr¸æ K^æ gæ Ðj Óæ ¸puujæ ¸pD¸æ paæ ¢pu ¶¢puÖa^æ wæ
¸paæ OPa¬æ gæ ; D¸æ 1¸æ pD¶æ ¸æ Vaæ ¬aaVa¬a^æ ¸pD¸æ À¬æ g¬Dma¸æ Wa¶æ
g¬æ Dæ Væ ^aÊ¸a^æ ¸æ ¶pÌujæ ¸paæ ^ugga¯aWa¶æ Va¸Ìaaæ ; D¸æ D^æ gæ

pu¶æ ^u¶Wu¢a¶æ ^Ïæ ¸æ ¸paæ ¸uaæ gæ (¸uWpÀ¶ 7 9ÀauÀ¶æ ÌD¶æ W¶a©Àa¸ Óæ
u¸a¸æ æ aa¢ujæ < D¸wWæ K^æ (¬u¶¸¸a uKæ ¸aDWpuj¶æ ¶a¢D¬D¸aæ g¬æ aæ
K¸pa¬æ K^æ ¸pu¶æ ¶ÉaÓæ W ¬a^æ pu¶æ ¬aDW¸xæ ¸æ Kæ D¢¢Sa¸æ D¶¶uu F¸uæ
gæ ¸paæ ¸Ìæ 0u¶æ Væ pD¶æ ¸æ Vaæ ÊuaÌa^æ D¶æ Dæ W¸°uVÂ¸uæ ¸æ ¸paæ jujæ
(Wua¸æ ^aVDºaæ WWb´ujæ ºsaæ pSÔæ ¬æ uW¢D¸uVw u¸Óæ gæ ; Dºæ K^æ
(¬u¶¸¸ a æ ¸æ D¶æ Kæ aÒa¬Wu¶aæ uæ ^a¸DWpa^æ ¶YpD¬¶pu¢æ +a¢pu¶^¬À¶ æ æ
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pu¶æ ¶u^a æ Ñºaæ yæ ^aga¶aæ gæ 2¶W®D¸a¶æ K^æ pu¶æ ¢¬DX¸uWaæ gæ
¸paæ (WD^aÓæ WÀ ^æ ©Ãu¸aæ D¸À®D Óæ Vaæ ¬ajS^a^æ D¶æ Dæ ¶uj aæ
2¸æ Vaj¶æ ¸paæ ©Âa¶¸uæ »æ D¶¶Àaæ ¸pD¸æ pu¶æ K¸u(¬u¶¸¸auKæ ¢auWæ ÌD¶æ
aWa¶¶Su Óæ Ðu¸¸aæ aD² Óæ uæ ru¶æ WD¬aa¬æ K^æ ¸pÀ¶æ D^^¬a¶¶a^æ  Óæ ¸æ
(¬u¶¸¸ a¶æ Îæ ÓÀ¸pgÀ æ ^uD oa¶æ K^æ
^WWE¶uæ aj æ ¸paæ
+a¢pu¶^¬À¶æ Ì¬æ
(WW®^ujæ ¸æ
(ºpaDaÀ¶ãÛæ
ÌD¶æ uæ gÀ±æ V¶æ M^æ ¸pÀ¶æ Dæ ¶ÁV¶¸K¸uD æ ¢¬^ÀW¸u'æ hÀ¬¸pa¬®a æ ¸paæ
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u¶æ ¢a¬pD¢¶æ
^À ja^æ aj æ (¬u¶¸¸ aæ ÌD¶æ Dæ Ê¡ À¥¸ÀSÓæ K^æ Dæ jÈK^
Va¸¸a¬æ ¶Àu¸a^æ ¸æ Dæ ¢a¬w^æ gæ aÒDWa¬VD¸a^æ ¥ u¸wWD æ ¸a¶u¶ æ Ìpa æ g¬æ
aÒI¢ a æ V¸pæ ¶Wp ¶æ Ìa¬aæ WaÓujæ g¬æ ug Àa[aæ D¸æ ¸paæ WÀ¬¸æ gæ
;pu u¢æ iæ 8DWa_äæ
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Ó æ ¸paæ ¶À¬ÊuÊujæ ¸a¶¸zuDæ WXa¬ujæ +a¢pu¶^¬À¶æ ¢ au\æ
¶DÓæ ¸pujæ DVÀ¸æ Dæ ¶pug¼æ gæ ^aÊa ¢a¸æ uæ )¬u¶¸¸ a¶æ ¸aDWpuj¶æ K^æ
¸pÀ¶æ WK¸æ Vaæ ¶Àa^æ ¸æ ¶À¢¢¬¸æ ¸paæ a¸p^juWD æ ¢¬DW¸uWaæ D¸æ u¶¶Àaæ
pa¬aæ
?paæ WD¶aæ gæ ; À¸SWpæ u¶æ ÀWpæ ¬aæ W¢ uWD¸a^æ ¢pu  juWD
Óæ D^æ
WQR¸æ Vaæ juÊaæ u¸¶æ gÀ æ ^Àaæ pa¬aæ 5Daja¬æ pu¶a gæ Ìa Wa^æ ; À¸D¬Wpæ D¶æ
Dæ ¢¬a^aWa¶¶¬æ uæ
u¸a¬¢®a¸D¸uæ æ ½paæ VD¶u¶æ iæ Dæ ¢D¶¶Djaæ
,Å¬{jæ K_æ Aa¬Vaaæ D¸a¬æ V¬Àjp¸æ g¬Ù
uæ ^aæ @w¬ ¿À¸aæ 8¯D uæ
ÌD¬^æ Dæ ¶aW^æ ¢D¶¶Djaæ f¬æ ¸paæ ¶Jaæ ¸aÒ¸æ *+ æ ¸æ W¢ a¸aæ ¸pu¶æ ^¶Ù
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¸pD¸æ ¸paæ ¶¸¬Àjj aæ Va¸Íaaæ ¸paæ u¶æ ¸æ ¸paæ ¶Iaæ uæ u^æ D¶æ Kæ u¸a¬D æ
^uÊu¶wæ Ìu¸pwæ ¸paæ ²aD¶ujæ ¬æ ^a uVa¬D¸uÊaæ gDWÀ ºÓæ 0aæ Wu¸a¶æ (¬u¶Ù
¸¸ a æ ,aW¬u¾À¶æ K^æ +p¬Ó¶u¢¢Á¶æ D¶æ u¶¸KWa¶æ gæ Dæ Ìu una¶¶æ ¢DuÚ
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51 M. Giorgiantonio, "Come Werner Jaeger ha inteso Aristotele," Sophia
28 ( 1960), p.107, Compare C, Lopez Salgado, "Jaeger y la metafisica
aristotelica," Giornale di Metafisica 19 ( 1964), pp.22-40, at p.40.

52 Jaeger, .QP.• cit., p. J74; p.J79; p.404.

5J Jaeger, "Philosophie und Historie," in Humanistische Reden und
Vortrage (Berlin, 1960), p.1J. On the setting and significance of
Jaeger's "classicism" and "Third Humanism," .9.P.· Mario Vegetti,
"L'Aristotele redento di Werner Jaeger," Il Pensiero 17 (1972),
pp.7-50, a superb study to which I am much indebted.

54 Jaeger, lib. cit., p.37 5,
55 Metaph.

26, 102J b 26-28,

56 Kant, "Von einem neuerdings erhobenenen vornehmen Ton in der Philo
sophie,'' Werke (ed. Weichsedel), VI, p.J82. H.G. Gadamer, in his
review of Jaeger's Aristoteles (Logos 17 (1928), pp.1J2-140) raised
similar questions. I have tried to pursue these suggestions in
"The Methods of Aristotelian Discourse" (forthcoming).

